188                      DEATH OF QUESADA

years. Towards the end, lie removed to Mariquita l</
where, surrounded by lovely scenery, he died on
February 16, 1579, aged eighty. He left no
children, and his brothers were also childless. His
representatives and heirs were the descendants of
his sister, two families named Oruna and Berrio.
The body of the illustrious discoverer was removed
to Bogota in 1597, and buried in the cathedral.
The standard of the conquest was placed over his
tomb, and every year it was taken in procession
on August 6, the day on which Quesada founded
the city.

Gonzalo Jimenes de Quesada, the illustrious
discoverer of New Granada, was no ordinary man.
He left Spain at the age of thirty, after having
received a good education, acquired legal know-
ledge, and been imbued with literary tastes. Yet
the Adelantado, de Lugo, saw in this young lawyer,
or thought he saw, a leader of men, a resolute and
courageous captain, and an able administrator
endowed with foresight and the other qualities
needed for a commander in a difficult enterprise.

1 Mariquita was the botanical headquarters of Dr. Mutis. Here
he instructed draughtsmen, made collections, and completed a portion
of his large collection of plants. He resided at Mariquita for seven
years (1783-1790). His collection consisted of 24,000 dried plants
and 5000 drawings of plants by his eight pupils.